St John Bosco Junior Boys’ School
Religious Education Policy
Introductory Statement:

This plan was formulated by the staff of Scoil Eoin Bosco Naí Buachaillí in consultation with the Board of Management, Diocesan Advisers’ guidelines for RE in Primary schools, Parents and Support staff. 

Relationship between Religious Education and School Ethos:
The Schedule for the Catholic School is displayed at the entrance to the school.

Vision Statement:

Scoil Eoin Bosco Naí Buachaillí aims to provide a happy, secure, friendly learning environment, where each individual is encouraged to achieve their true potential. 

Mission Statement:

 “Creideamh agus Gaois” is the school motto.

Aims of Religious Education Policy:
· To foster the Catholic faith and ethos in the pupils of the school.

· To implement the Religious programme in a unified approach across the whole school.

General Information:
Diocesan Information:
Dublin Diocese.

Patron / Archbishop:

Archbishop Diarmuid Martin.

Director of Education:
Bill Lowe

Diocesan Advisers:
Ms. Helen Leacy, Sr. Anne Neylon DC, Ms. Breda Holmes
Parish:



Our Lady Help of Christians, Navan Road.

Parish Priest:


Fr. John O’Brien P.P.

School Information:

S N Eoin Bosco (Nai)

Chaplain:


Fr. John O’Brien P.P.

Board of Management:
Ms. Caitriona Hayden




Ms. Clodagh Farrell





Ms. Jane Garvey





Ms. Louise Tighe




Mr. Denis Carmody




Ms. Tracey Ralph




Ms. Eva McDonagh





Ms. Lorraine Peters
R E Representative:

Ms. Angela Sawyer
Catholic Children:

250
Other Faiths:


10
Materials:

The Alive-O programme is used in the school. Each child has a copy of the text-book which goes home with him each day. 

Each class teacher has a full Alive-O kit for classroom use. Worksheets are used in each class to support the class work.

“Complete Children’s Liturgy” – Katie Thompson is used with our 1st classes.

Religious section in School Library.

Additional Teachers Resources – posters, videos, books in staff room.

Symbols:

A picture of St. John Bosco – patron saint of the school – hangs at the entrance.

A crucifix is hung in each classroom.

At Christmas a crib is erected in the main hallway.

Each classroom displays a crib for Christmas.

During the month of May a May altar is erected in the main hallway.

Sacred Space:

Each classroom has a special place called a Sacred Space which acts as the focal point for Prayer services. The themes of this space reflect the themes in the Alive-O programme.

Doctrine:

Prayers for Junior Infants:

· Sign of the cross.

· Glory be to the Father

· Morning Prayer

· Night Prayer

· Grace before and after meals

Prayers for Senior Infants:

· Hail Mary 

· Our Father

Prayers for First Class:

· Mass responses (and also with you, Amen, Glory to you O Lord, Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy) 

· Prayer for forgiveness.

· Comhar na croise.

Questions to be learned in 1st class.

· 10 questions from Alive-O 3 (see attached)

Implementation of RE throughout the school year:

· Religious instruction is taught at 11.30 – 12:00pm in all classes.

· RE is integrated with English, Music, SESE, Drama, Art and SPHE.

· Morning Prayer, prayer before and after meals and Evening Prayer recited each day in all classes.

· Feast days of St. John Bosco, St. Brigid, St. Blaise and St. Patrick are celebrated.

· Catholic Schools Week is celebrated in all classes.

· Easter and Christmas are celebrated as major feasts in the liturgical year. Each year the whole school comes together in the church to present a Carol Service for parents and friends. First class visit the church to walk the Stations of the cross in preparation for Easter. Each class visits the church at least once a year.

· Missionary awareness is highlighted through the Trocaire Lenten campaign. The Trocaire schools pack is used with all classes during Lent.

· Hampers made up at Christmas to raise awareness of those who are not as well off as us – distributed by VDP.

· Pancake day for National Children’s Hospital.

· Non-uniform day for charity annually.

· Details of the Annual mass are circulated to staff, BOM and parents’ committee members. 

· The chaplain visits the school at Christmas, St. Blaise’s feast day (blessing of the throats) and Ash Wednesday (distribution of ashes).

Home / School Links:

The Alive-O text book goes home with each pupil each night. Parents receive a letter at the start of the year asking them to follow the notes for parents throughout the school year.

School / Parish Links:

Links have been made with the local Liturgy group. A copy of the Children’s Liturgy is available in the school. Children and parents are encouraged to attend the Children’s Mass which is held every 4 weeks in our Parish Church or the Family Mass which is held  every second Sunday.
Review:

This policy was reviewed in February 2013.

This policy was amended in February 2014 to reflect changes in pupil numbers and Board of Management members.
Ratification:

This policy was ratified by the BOM in February 2013. 
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